BEST AVAILABLE COPy 

- 7 - Machado Jr. et al 

Appl. No. 09/641,394 

Remarks 



Reconsideration of this Application is respectfully requested. 

Upon entry of the foregoing amendment, claims 1-6 are pending in the 
application, with claims 1, 4, and 5 being the independent claims. Claims 1 and 2 are 
sought to be amended. These changes are believed to introduce no new matter, and their 
entry is respectfully requested. 

Based on the above amendment and the following remarks, Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider all outstanding rejections and that they 
be withdrawn. 



Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §101 



The Office Action rejected claims 1-3 under 35U.S.C. §101as being "directed 
to non-statutory subject matter." (Office Action at p. 2.) 

Accordingly, Applicants have amended independent claim 1 to recite (emphasis 

added): 

A computer-based method for valuating natural gas futures and options 
contracts using weather-based metrics, comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving, via a graphical user interface, an input from a user indicative 
of the number of monthly gas contracts desired for a period of time; 

(2) receiving, from a first database stored in a memory^ historical weather 
information for at least one basket of cities during said period of time; 

(3) receiving, from a second database stored in said memory^ future 
weather information for said basket of cities during said period of time; 

(4) receiving, from a tliird database stored in said memory, historical 
natural gas inventory information for said basket of cities during said period of time; 

(5) receiving, from a fourth database stored in said memory^ historical gas 
futures contract price information for said period of time; 

(6) applying, at a server^ a series of regression analyses to obtain a predicted 
baseline value for each of the monthly gas contracts within said period using said 
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received historical weather, future weather, historical natural gas inventory, and 
historical gas futures contract price data; 

(7) receiving, from a data feed^ live exchange data which indicates the 
current price for each of the monthly gas contracts within said period of time; 

(8) applying, at said server^ a series of recommendation rules to said 
baseline value, using said received live exchange data; and 

(9) providing, via said grapliical user interface, said user with a 
recommendation for each of the monthly gas contracts within said period of time, 
wherein said recommendation reflects said user inputted desired number of contracts. 

As amended, independent claim 1 more precisely recites structures of a computer 

system that performs the functions of the method. Claim 2 has been amended in a 

similar manner. Claims 2 and 3 depend directly from claim 1. Therefore, Applicants 

respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider and remove his rejections of claims 1-3 

under 35 U.S.C. § 101. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



The Office Action states that "[c]laims 4-6 are allowable over the prior art 
record." (Office Action at p. 3.) 



Outstanding IDS Submission 



An Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) was timely submitted on September 
23, 2003, but has not yet been considered. Applicants request consideration of the 
documents listed on the thirteen pages of Form PTO-1449 filed with this IDS. A copy 
of each of the submitted thirteen pages of Form PTO-1449 is included herewith for 
convenience. 
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All of the stated grounds of rejection have been properly accommodated. 
Apphcants therefore respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider all presently 
outstanding rejections and that they be withdrawn. Applicants believe that a full and 
complete reply has been made to the outstanding Office Action and, as such, the present 
appUcation is in condition for allowance. If the Examiner believes, for any reason, that 
personal communication will expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is 
invited to telephone the undersigned at the number provided. 

Prompt and favorable consideration of this Amendment and Reply is respectfully 
requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 




Timothy J^, Doyle ^ 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 51,262 



Date: 7- ^ t)ec oM 



1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202)371-2600 
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